.

Immigration and Expansion.

The number of immigrants coming to the
United Btates last fiscal year numbered
511.878—an increase over the previgus
vear of 82,579. This noteworthy gnin | is
due chiefly to the business improvement
which has taken place and has no particu-
lar relation to the ndvertisement given, to
the nation by the Spanish war. Past in-
dustrial revivals had an equal or gron' er
stimulating effect wupon immigration, [as
mmay be seen in the following romrd.i of

yenrly arrivals for 22 years:—

1500 . .. .0 0s -ALLETH 1888........ 040,
U0 P 1,290 1887, ....40 40,1
1807, . iooess 90,832 | 1886........ 884,
1808, ., .o .. 343,207 1880......., 305,346
INOB, oovoes 279,048 184, .. .. .. 518,502
1804, ..., B14.4687 | I883........ 8
‘Mn.‘..aonlc Jn ‘7 1m ooooo RN Mm
{Eﬁ ........ L (’ %”‘,l b a“!“%.‘s
1 senpr B Mom l 0-oac-oa:l '.
1880, ..o ve s 2“.4‘7 | 1878....... .1&.

The periods of industrial prosperity and
depression can be eanily traced in these
figures, and the period of unequaled pros-
perity from 1879 to 1883 was also that of
largest immigration, '
Last year's figures are still comparative-
ly small, but the incoming tide did not be-
gin to rise in A marked degree until near
the end of the year. More than one-balt
of the year's arrivals came in the last four




h, and It the present Fate is main-
year will amount to nearly 500,000 ar-
rivals,
~Much has been said Jately about the
crowded condition of the United Btates
and the need of anpexing move territory,
even though it be more pouplous, the idea
seeming to be that we shall necessarily cat
away.a good deal of the population in ef- |
fecting the.annexation. We see from the
above figures, however, that the impres-
 sion ' prevails abroad that the United
States is still about the roomiest place to
be found within tolerable limits on the |
tace of the earth. And so far as the north
temperate zone is concerned, this is about
the fact of the matter. It is at least far
more so than any lands Mr McKinley has
been trying to annex. 1f only Americans
would emigrate to these annexed lands by
the thousands and leave more room here
to the masses of Europe, there would be
rejoicing over there, no doubt. They know
where the advantage lies, if we, in our
present intoxicated state, do not,
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